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In the fading light, Lewis saw that the paper put into
his hands was the printed form, issued in the Com-
mandant's office, that each Englishman was required to
sign before taking short-leave on parole.
WlERICKERSCHANS
Bij BODEGRAVEN
In consideration of my being permitted to go from
Wierickerschans on leave to	from 8.0 a.m. on
	until midnight on	 I	
promise on my word as an officer that during that time I
will not escape, and I will not prepare a future escape or
assist others to escape.
Signed	
Date	
"Well," Lewis said, "how does that help you?"
"Read it again," Herriot answered quietly, "omitting
the first 'not/ I have a facsimile, all but the one word,
coming from England—same paper, same print. When it
comes, I put in for a week-end in the Hague. When the
day comes, up I go to the Commandant's office; he gives
me one of his own forms to sign; I pick up a pen and ask
him about the weather. While he looks out of the window,
I pocket his form and sign my own. 'I hope you have a
good time in the Hague, Mr. Herriot/ 'Thank you, sir/
And off I go, report in the Hague, shift to Rotterdam. I
shall be home before they miss me/'
'They'll ask the War Office to send you back."
"And d'you suppose the War Office will send back a
pilot for the sake or a quibble? They want me; the Dutch
don't Once in England, I'm safe enough. And when I'm
gone, no one will ever get out of this place again. I'm glad
For your sake. Why should you escape? It's not a question
of being killed. It's much better to be dead than to lead
someone else's life. Here you can lead what you know to
be yotar life. When I go," he repeated, "that settles it.
You can do your own job in peace."

